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ABSTRACT 

A Portable Audio Playback Unit permits audio content to be written, stored and retrieved. 
The unit can also intelligently interact with the user, displaying non-audio information, 
accepting input from the user through a keyboard interface, and collecting statistics on 
the unit's usage. An important aspect of the unit is the use of a hard drive (such as the 
kind typically used in a laptop or notebook computer), which is a delicate and high power 
consuming device. To use a hard drive in the unit, a secondary stationary memory is used 
as the active system diuing playback or recording. The hard drive uploads an hour or so 
of material to the solid state memory and locks the drive. This process takes about 7 
seconds. Thus, the disk mediimi is normally locked, especially while the unit is being 
carried about by the user. 
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